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‘David Crimond is here in a kilt!

‘Good God, is Crimond here? Where is he ?’

‘Over in that tent or marquee or whatever you call it. He’s with
Lily Boyne.’

The first speaker was Gulliver Ashe, the second was Conrad

Lomas.
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1.
At ten minutes to six on the morning of 12 May 1916, James
Connolly was lying in a cell in Kilmainham gaol, Dublin, when
the door opened and a small crowd of people trooped suddenly

in. It is surprising how many officials are needed for an execution.

2.

Monday January 13th 1986. Victor Wilcox lies awake, in the dark
bedroom, waiting for his quartz alarm clock to bleep. It is set to
do this at 6.45. How long he has to wait he doesn’t know. He

could easily find out by groping for the clock, ....

3.

‘'m writing a history of the world,” she says. And the hands of
the nurse are arrested for a moment; She looks down at this old
woman, this old ill woman. ‘Well, my goodness,’ the nurse says.

“That’s quite a thing to be doing, isn’t it?’

4,

Exile is the wound of kingship. When some one, recently returned
from a transatlantic trip, spoke of seeing a man on crutches taking
photographs in the back streets of Oregon City, the roumour at
once spread that Saul Henchman had settled in America.

5.
‘Will you be eating with us?’
Aunt Deirdre, a tin opener in hand, spoke over her shoulder to

her husband without looking round. She let out a little explosion
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of annoyance at the bluntness of the instrument. It has a large,

wooden handle, and a curved blade, much dented.

6.

New Year’s Eve, and the end of the decade. A portentous moment,
for those who pay attention to portent. Guests were invited for
nine. Some are already on their way travelling towards Harley
Street from outlying districts, from Oxford and Tonbridge and

Wantage, wortied already about the drive home.
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