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Doth glance from heaven to heaven, from earth to heaven:

And as imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen

Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothings

A local habitation and a name. (¥ 1)
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This glassy stream, that spreading pine,
Those alders shivering to the breeze.
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To turn to the deep sky and from its splendours learn
By stars, by sunsets, by soft clouds that roam

Its blue expanse, or sleep in silvery rest,

That Nature’s God has left no place unblest

With founts of beauty for the eye of love.
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Where the bright seraphim in burning row
Their high up-lifted angel trumpets blow,
And the cherubic host in thousand choirs

Touch their immortal harps of golden wires.
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Now stir the fire, and close the shutters fast,
Let fall the curtain, wheel the sofa round,
And while the bubbling and loud-hissing urn
Throws up a steamy column, and the cups
That cheer but not inebriate wait on each,

So let us welcome peaceful evening in.
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What ? always dreaming over heavenly things,
With angel-heads in stone, with pigeon wings ?
Canting and whining out all day the Word,
And half the night ? fanatic and absurd !
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Well spoken, advocate of sin and shame,
Known by the bleating, Ignorance the name !
Is sparkling wit the world’s exclusive right ?
The fixed fee-simple of the vain and light ?
Can hopes of heaven, bright prospects of an hour
That comes to waft us out of Sorrow’s power,
Obscure or quench a faculty that finds
Its happiest soil in the serenest minds ?
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Now theirs was converse such as it behaves
Man to maintain, and such as God approves.
(HE6)
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O that those lips had language ! Life has passed
With me but roughly since I heard thee last.
Those lips are thine — thy own sweet smile I see,
The same that oft in childhood solaced me;
Voice only fails, else how distinct they say,
‘Grieve not, my child, chase all thy fears away I’
(HE7)
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My mother ! when I learned that thou wast dead,

Say, wast thou conscious of the tears I shed ?

Hover’d thy spirit o’er thy sorrowing son,

Wretch even then, life’s journey just begun ?

Perhaps thou gav’st me, though unseen, a kiss;

Perhaps a tear, if souls can weep in bliss—

Ah, that maternal smile ! it answers — Yes.

(HE8)
X Z ORRICHME 2 TSR » T, BEHOBOMELD L LItk -

RN Z L ERBWHESRVWE R T,

Playing with the vesture’s tissued flowers,
The violet, the pink, and jessamine,

I pricked them into paper with a pin . . .

(E9)
FLTH¥RS Z bbb, L2 EURERVWALBRT, ROX D ICE
H";}Co

I would not trust my heart—that dear delight
Seems so to be desired, perhaps I might —

But no; what here we call our life is such,
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So little to be loved, and thou so much,
That I should ill requite thee, to constrain

Thy unbound spirit into bonds again.
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O for a lodge in some vast wilderness,

Some boundless contiguity of shade,

Where rumour of oppression and deceit,

Of unsuccessful or successful war,

Might never reach me more ! My ear is pained,
My soul is sick with every day’s report

Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill’d;
There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart —

It does not feel for man.
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Canst thou, and honoured with a Christian name,

But what is woman-born, and feel no shame ?

Trade in the blood of innocence, and plead

Expedience as a warrant for the deed ?
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Leuconomus— (beneath well-sounding Greek

I slur a name a poet must not speak) —

Stood pilloried on Infamy’s high stage,

And bore the pelting scorn of half an age,

The very butt of slander, and the blot

For every dart that malice ever shot;

The man that mentioned him at once dismissed
All mercy from his lips, and sneered and hissed...
The world’s best comfort was, his noon was pass’d,

Die when he might, he must be damned at last.
(&13)

Cowper IZ 5.2 b N7z A < TFTEHE> LT, BRELBEKRTORNESE
KBII2FALEIB- LD THE, M, EBRFRICKRSETOHEEH
XL, REHL, BHELRABEES 23TV THY, RFICKEEY
LEREERLTCWEDT, ROLHIREELRST-DOTHAH,

A terrible sagacity informs;

The poet’s heart— he looks to distant storms;

He hears the thunder ere the tempest lowers.
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Me, Poetry (or rather notes that aim

Feebly and faintly at poetic fame)—

Employs, shut out from more important views,
Fast by the banks of the slow-winding Ouse;
Content, if thus sequestered I may raise

A monitor’s, though not a poet’s praise,

And, while I teach an art too little known,

To close life wisely, may not waste my own.
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God never meant that man should scale the heavens

By strides of human wisdom, in His works,

Though wondrous: He commands us in His Word

To seek Him rather where His mercy shines.

The mind, indeed, enlightened from above,

Views Him in all; ascribes to the grand cause

The grand effect; acknowledges with joy

His manner, and with rapture tastes His style.
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Though tempest-tossed, and half a wreck,

My Saviour through the floods I seek;

Let neither winds nor stormy main

Force back my shattered bark again.

(E19)
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I was a stricken deer, that left the hard long since.
With many an arrow deep infixed

My panting side was charged, when I withdrew

To seek a tranquil death in distant shades.

There was I found by One who had Himself

Been hurt by the archers. In His side He bore,
And in His hands and feet, the cruel scars.

With gentle force soliciting the darts.

He drew them forth, and healed, and bade me live.

(E28)
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Far from the world, O Lord, I flee,
From strife and tuamult far;
From scenes where Satan wages still

His most successful war.

The calmretreat, the silent shade,
With prayer and praise agree;

And seem by Thy sweet bounty made
For those who follow Thee.
R N N T

Author and Guardian of my life,
Sweet Source of light Divine,

And — all harmonious names in one —

My Saviour ! Thou art mine ! i

What thanks I owe Thee and what love,
A boundless, endless store;
Shall echo through the realms above,
When time shall be no more.

(#30)
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